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or Twitter or the other sites we
used to get the word out. We
used everything we could to let
people know, especially since it
was such a tough storm with a
lot of drifting.”
That is key — that storm
had been called “potentially
historic” by forecasters in the
hours leading up to the first
ﬂakes falling. We are not suggesting CodeRED be used every
time snow — or other routine
weather — is in the forecast, but
the blizzard of 2015 was no ordinary snowstorm.
Officials in Newport and
Middletown said they didn’t
want to overuse the service or
have residents become numb
to it, but the opposite seemed
to be the case: Some residents
wondered why they didn’t get a
CodeRED call. That should signal to ofﬁcials that the service
is a valued one.
If cost was a deciding factor,
it really shouldn’t be, either;
we’re sure any cost would pale
in comparison to the price, for
example, of overtime for plow
drivers during a snowstorm.
Compounding the question,
the town of Middletown sent
out a CodeRED call two days
after the blizzard, informing
residents of a free shuttle service being provided in town by
the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority. While the service
— and the notiﬁcation — were
very welcome, it likely affected
far fewer people than townwide
parking bans and trash delays.
Of course, when Tiverton
sent out a CodeRED message
about trash delays in the early
morning hours on Monday, ofﬁcials were questioned about
that, too.
However, we feel municipalities always should err on the
side of more communication,
rather than less, and particularly during extreme circumstances.
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will be provided.
Please also keep in mind
that Rep. John G. Edwards,
D-Tiverton, and I will continue to appear on the public
access program “Portsmouth
This Week” on a routine basis
to make sure that legislative
developments are publicized.
The four Portsmouth representatives and I will meet with
the Town Council to review
the legislative priorities for
the town. This will be a great
chance for us to coordinate
our efforts as we move into
the next part of the session,
which will involve hearings
on legislation that has been
submitted.
I remain thankful for the
opportunity to continue to
represent Senate District 11
and I welcome any and all
communications if there are
any comments or questions.

Sen. Christopher S. Ottiano,
R-Portsmouth
The writer represents Senate
District 11, which includes
parts of Portsmouth, Bristol
and Tiverton.

◆ We correct errors of spelling and punctuation, and edit
letters to conform to Daily
News style. We may condense
letters for brevity.
◆ Letters must be no more
than 450 words. Proposed
guest view columns must be
no more than 750 words.
◆ We will run no more than
two letters per author per
month.
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L O O K I N G B A C K AT O U R C I V I L W A R

Above: Katharine Prescott
Wormeley of Newport cared for
sick and wounded soldiers and
became ‘Lady Superintendent’ of
Portsmouth Grove Hospital.
Left: Kady Brownell of Providence
wears her self-made uniform.

Women and the war
At a time when female roles were limited, a few took active part in conflict
While most women were content
to remain at home and to focus on the
home and their families when their husbands went off to
war, others took more
active roles, some
even hiding their gender to accompany
their husbands to
battle.
There were women
who became notable for the roles they
or their husbands
played in the Civil War. Mary Todd, the
daughter of a prosperous merchant and
banker in Lexington, Ky., met and married Abraham Lincoln in 1842. Mary’s
sister, Elizabeth, stated that Lincoln
“was charmed with Mary’s wit and fascinated with her sagacity — her will —
her nature — and culture.” The Lincolns
had four children, all boys. Robert Todd
Lincoln was the only son who reached
full maturity. In 1861, they moved to the
White House and lived there until the
president’s death on April 14, 1865.
Julia Grant, the wife of Gen. Ulysses
S. Grant, accompanied her husband at
numerous times during the war. She
was taken into custody by Confederate
troops in Mississippi in 1862, probably
the only wife of a major general ever to
be. When Confederate Brig. Gen. Nathan
Bedford Forrest became aware of her
identity, he reportedly said, “Pass that
woman through the lines, and waste no
time.” When Grant was at City Point,
Va., for the long siege of Petersburg near
the end of the war, she traveled there
and made sure he frequently had “good
home-cooked food.”
Julia Ward Howe, a talented, independent-minded woman — poet, writer,
playwright, preacher, lecturer and
reform leader — spent much of her life
at her Oak Glen country home in Portsmouth. She is best remembered for writing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”
in 1861. She traveled to Washington,
D.C., met President Lincoln and visited military camps in the area. During
these visits she heard a tune popular at
the time, “John Brown’s Body,” celebrating his martyrdom for the anti-slavery
cause. As she lay in her hotel bed early
one morning, the words came to her.

Clara Barton tended to wounded
soldiers on the front lines and later
founded the American Red Cross.
The poem was ﬁrst published in February 1862, was quickly put to the tune of
“John Brown’s Body” and became an
unofﬁcial anthem of the Union.
Clara Barton of Massachusetts
became convinced it was her Christian
duty to help comfort and care for Union
soldiers. In August 1862, she obtained
permission to administer to soldiers on
the front lines. She performed her mission at several battles, including Cedar
Mountain, Second Bull Run, Antietam
and Fredericksburg. She became known
as the “Angel of the Battleﬁeld,” and
after the war founded the American Red
Cross.
A good many other women played
less prominent roles. Some accompanied their husbands to war and served
to meet their needs as well as the others around them, often acting as unofﬁcial nurses. Harriet W.F. Hawley managed to stay with her husband when he
took command of the 7th Connecticut
Regiment. When Pastor Stephen Barker
joined the 13th Massachusetts Regiment, his wife became a nurse for the
unit. Mrs. John A. Logan, the wife of
an Illinois colonel, was able to ﬁnd her
wounded husband aboard the steamer
New Uncle Sam and tended to him and
other wounded men.
Mrs. John B. Turchin, wife of a
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colonel in the 19th Illinois Regiment,
accompanied her husband to war and
served as a nurse. In a campaign in Tennessee, her husband became very ill.
Veterans of the unit stated that she
essentially took command of the unit for
10 days and brieﬂy led it in combat.
The men of the 26th North Carolina
Regiment noticed that Sam and Keith
Blalock had a very close relationship.
Keith explained that they had grown up
in the same town and were distant relatives. The ofﬁcers of the unit eventually
discovered that Sam’s real name was
Malinda; she was Keith’s wife.
Robert Brownell and his wife, Kady,
lived in Providence at the outset of the
war. When Robert enlisted in the 1st
Rhode Island Regiment and the unit left
for the nation’s capital, Kady made her
way there. Both took part in the First
Battle of Bull Run, Kady serving as temporary color bearer. She also accompanied her husband later in the war with
the 5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery
when the unit saw action in North Carolina. Kady served as nurse and standard
bearer.
Newport’s own Katharine Prescott
Wormeley was one of the ﬁrst women
during the war to assist the Medical
Bureau and Sanitary Commission in
caring for sick and wounded soldiers.
She was eventually named “Lady Superintendent” of Portsmouth Grove Hospital in Portsmouth. She accepted the position in August 1862, and was responsible
for its “domestic management.” The
hospital came to be quite sizable, with 28
ward buildings and 60 patients per ward.

A retired Army ofﬁcer, Fred Zilian
teaches history, ethics, and political
science at Portsmouth Abbey School
and Salve Regina University and is
a member of the Rhode Island Civil
War Sesquicentennial Commemoration
Commission Advisory Council. He is
writing an occasional series of columns
highlighting various aspects of the
Civil War and their impact on Newport
County and Rhode Island for The Daily
News. Send him email at zilianf@aol.
com or check out his blog at www.zilianblog.com and his Abe Lincoln website at
www.honestaberi.com.
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