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SOMETHING TO SAY? 
We welcome our readers’ 
views. Our letters policy fol-
lows:

 ◆ Each letter must bear the 
writer’s full name, full address 
and telephone number (for 
verification purposes only). 
We will not publish a letter 
unless a phone number is pro-
vided.

 ◆ We correct errors of 

spelling and punctuation, 
and edit letters to conform 
to Daily News style. We may 
condense letters for brevity.

 ◆ Letters must be no more 
than 450 words. Proposed 
guest view columns must be 
no more than 750 words.

 ◆ We will run no more than 
two letters per author per 
month.

New Year’s Eve is a time for resolutions and 
traditions. This year, a new tradition will join 
the ranks: The Final Dive for 375 will take place 
today in Portsmouth, the culminating event in a 
yearlong celebration of  the town’s 375th anniver-
sary.

The event also serves as a 
fundraiser for a project to pre-
serve Portsmouth’s history 
at the Portsmouth Free Pub-
lic Library — those taking the 
plunge could collect pledges to 
support the effort, or ante up to 
stay out of  the frigid water.

Adding to the pomp and cir-
cumstance of  today’s event, 
Portsmouth officials will cer-
emonially turn over the 375th 
celebration to Newport, which 
will mark its milestone in 2014.

We are proud to be part of  
such celebrations of  the deep-
rooted history of  our local com-
munities. The Daily News was 
the official newspaper of  Ports-
mouth’s 375th anniversary, 
including publishing a special 
commemorative section high-
lighting the town’s history, and 
supported the archiving proj-
ect by donating a photo scanner. 
And along with sister publica-
tion Newport Life magazine, 
The Daily News is the official 
print media partner of  New-
port’s anniversary.

We have other things to look 
forward to in 2014, including the 
return next month of  “Spare 
Change,” the popular weekly 
column written by Jim Gillis, 
who left the paper earlier this 
year for health reasons. And in 
February, The Daily News will 
make the change to an all-morn-
ing publication cycle, meaning 
our readers will get the local 
news, sports and entertainment 

coverage they expect on a much 
more timely basis each day.

Of  course, we’ll be covering 
the Final Dive for 375 in Ports-
mouth as well as the annual 
Polar Bear Plunge at Easton’s 
Beach in Newport for the first 
paper of  the new year. The Polar 
Bears have been holding their 
New Year’s Day plunge since 
1969, and as it has for years, it 
will benefit A Wish Come True, 
a nonprofit organization that 
supports children with termi-
nal illnesses and their families.

With such good causes to 
support, we’re sure each of  
these events will draw large 
crowds, even with temperatures 
forecast in the high 20s.

Whether you take the plunge 
or simply stand on the beach 
and cheer everyone else on, it’s 
a great way to say goodbye to 
the old year and welcome in the 
new one.

We wish all the participants 
and organizers well, and wish 
all of  our readers, business 
partners and employees a very 
Happy New Year!

O U R  V I E W

New year
will come in
with a splash

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
How did 2013 compare 
to 2012? And what are 
your expectations for 
2014? Take part in our 
online polls by going to 
www.NewportRI.com 
and clicking on ‘Poll 
Questions.’

The year 1863 was filled with mud, 
battles, hunger, comradeship and 
firmness in commitment to God and 

country for Eli-
sha Hunt Rhodes, 
a Civil War soldier 
from the village of  
Pawtuxet, Cran-
ston.

Rhodes entered 
military service 
for the Union in 
July 1861 as a pri-
vate and left it four 

years later as a colonel.
In February 1863, the 2nd Rhode 

Island Volunteer Infantry Regiment 
received a new commander, Col. 
Horatio Rogers Jr., whom Rhodes 
and the other soldiers quickly grew 
to respect and admire. “Colonel Rog-
ers is a splendid fellow, and we like 
him already,” Rhodes wrote. “Instead 
of  making a great show of  authority, 
he was very mild in his manner and 
it has had a good effect.”

Rhodes was delighted on March 
21 to reach the age of  20. “I am a 
man today,” he wrote. “I begin to feel 
that I am an old man if  hard work 
makes one old.” He was very happy 
to receive a birthday “present” of  a 
10-day leave to visit home.

During this year, 2nd Lt. Rhodes 
served as the commander of  Com-
pany D for a short period of  time, 
but mostly he led Company B. In 
April, he showed great character 
in not accepting promotion to cap-
tain, which Col. Rogers offered to 
him. He declined the offer “because 
I did not care to step over the heads 
of  ten First Lieutenants who are my 
seniors.”

His living conditions through-
out most of  the year remained 

challenging; however, he continued 
to show great resilience, remain-
ing reasonably healthy and upbeat. 
In poor weather, mud was a con-
stant companion. Early in the year 
at Pratt’s Landing, Va., he wrote: “So 
the gallant Second [R.I. Volunteers] 
is again shoveling Virginia.” On Jan. 
24 near Falmouth, Va., he stated, 
“Men, Horses, Artillery, pontoons, 
and wagons were stuck in the mud.” 
The wagons began to turn over and 
“mules actually drowned in the mud 
and water.” On Nov. 24 at Camp Sedg-
wick, he wrote, “It is raining, and 
we all live in mud, sleep in mud, and 
almost eat in mud.”

Rhodes clearly had good rapport 

with his men, as they often built 
him shelters and modest houses, 
so-called “shebangs.” On Feb. 1, he 
indicated, “The men of  Company D 
have built me a house.” It is outfitted 
with a fireplace and table on the first 
floor, a partial second floor with bed, 
walls of  timber and mud, and a roof  
made from pieces of  tent. In August 
in camp at Warrenton, Va., he stated: 
“My Co. ‘B’ built me a fine house 
of  stone and put on a canvas roof.” 
On Oct. 7 his men again built him a 
house: “One of  my men found me a 
desk, so I am living in style.”

At several times during the year, 
he complained of  lack of  food. On 
a few such occasions, the unit was 

lucky enough to find blackberries. 
The men had had nothing to eat 
for two days when they discovered 
the gems. “On halting last night we 
found high blackberries very plenty 
and everybody ate their fill. They 
were good, too, for we were nearly 
starved.”

Remarkably, Rhodes was able 
throughout the year to keep his posi-
tive attitude. In April before a battle, 
he stated, “I am well and confident 
of  successful [sic] tomorrow.” After 
the battle, he wrote, “I am well and 
happy.” At the beginning of  July, he 
wrote: “I am tired — in fact I never 
was so tired in my life. But Hurrah! 
‘It is all for the Union.’” In mid-July, 
“I have not changed my clothes for 
five weeks, but still I am happy … .” 
Finally in October: “I am happy and 
feel well all the time.”

During this year, the 2nd Rhode 
Island was involved in numerous 
skirmishes, battles and encounters 
with Confederate forces. In early 
May in fighting near Fredericks-
burg, Va., Rhodes wrote: “One iron 
bullet struck me upon my foot caus-
ing me to jump into the air, but only 
lamed me a little. I picked up the iron 
bullet and put it into my pocket and 
will send it home.”

On several occasions he describes 
encounters with Southern troops 
with whom agreements were made 
not to fire. In February near Fal-
mouth, Va., he describes such an 
agreement, allowing men to visit the 
river banks. “It seemed queer to see 
them only a few yards away in their 
gray clothes. One of  their bands 
played every day, and we enjoyed 
the music with them.” In April near 
Franklin’s Crossing (Rappahannock 
River), Rhodes stated: “Gen. Thomas 

J. Jackson (Stonewall) came down 
to the river bank today with a party 
of  ladies and officers. We raised our 
hats to the party, and strange to say 
the ladies waved their handkerchiefs 
in reply.”

The 2nd Rhode Island also saw 
limited action at Gettysburg. On the 
climactic third day, he wrote: “As we 
were only a few yards in rear of  our 
lines we saw all the fight. ... But what 
a scene it was. Oh the dead and the 
dying on this bloody field.”

Late in the year, a big change 
occurred: Rhodes was moved to the 
regimental staff  and becomes the 
adjutant, allowing him to purchase 
two horses. “So good bye sore feet 
… .”

At year’s end, Rhodes was wistful 
but remained committed to service. 
On Dec. 31 he closed: “The United 
States need the services of  her sons. 
... I am going, if  God wills, to see the 
end of  this wicked rebellion.”

(For further reading, see Rob-
ert Hunt Rhodes, ed., “All for the 
Union.”)

A retired Army officer, Fred Zilian 
teaches history and political science 
at Portsmouth Abbey School and 
Salve Regina University and is a 
member of  the Rhode Island Civil 
War Sesquicentennial Commemora-
tion Commission Advisory Council. 
He is writing an occasional series 
of  columns highlighting various 
aspects of  the Civil War and their 
impact on Newport County and 
Rhode Island for The Daily News. 
Send him email at zilianf@aol.com 
or check out his blog at www. 
zilianblog.com and his Abe Lincoln 
web site at www.honestaberi.com.

L O O K I N G  B A C K  A T  O U R  C I V I L  W A R

Despite hardships, soldier remained ‘for the Union’

Elisha Hunt Rhodes of the 2nd Rhode 
Island Volunteer Infantry Regiment kept 
a diary detailing his experiences during 
the Civil War. 

Rhodes described his 
unit’s new commander, 
Col. Horatio Rogers Jr., 
above, in 1863: ‘Instead 
of making a great show 
of authority, he was 
very mild in his manner 
and it has had a good 
effect.’

In 1967, eight deer — four 
bucks, and four doe — were 
intentionally ferried to Block 
Island for their “peaceful 
ways and gentle beauty.” 
Almost 50 years has passed, 
and yes, Santa Claus, rein-
deer do mate. It is approxi-
mated that 800 to 1,000 deer 
inhabit the island today.

Despite the framework of  
time that has since passed, 
this number of  deer does not 
seem like an out-of-control 
epidemic. However, the goal 
set by the state Department 
of  Environmental Manage-
ment is to bring in out-of-
state “hired guns” to “system-
atically” cull the deer, leaving 
100 to 150 deer remaining in 

total on the island. It is esti-
mated to cost the taxpayers 
of  Block Island a whopping 
$129,000 for the scheduled 
winter culling, inclusive of  
lodging ($200 a night), travel 
expenses, bait, ammuni-
tion, staging, a hired “mobile 
butcher shop” and police sup-
port.

The systematic killing 
would take place in intervals 
of  approximately 200 deer at 
a time. This process would 
include luring the deer with 
bait to an isolated area of  the 
island, confining them, and 
then on elevated platforms 
take out the alpha male and/
or alpha female first, then 
proceed to systematically 

massacre the remaining fran-
tic and frightened deer one by 
one. A hired mobile butcher 
shop would then be brought 
in to dispose of  the carcasses, 
where they would be pro-
cessed, skinned, butchered, 
bone-crushed and ground, 
packaged and frozen on the 
spot, and then distributed.

This is a tragic, barbaric 
and inhumane treatment of  
innocent animals brought to 
Block Island for their “peace-
ful ways and gentle beauty” 
in the first place. It is trau-
matic and expensive for the 
taxpayers, an estimated $640 
per deer. Furthermore, it 
does not seem implausible to 
wager that it would cost the 

taxpayers a lot less trauma 
and money to relocate the 
deer, potentially in inter-
vals, as was done originally 
in 1967.

Better yet would be to 
invest in ethical, progres-
sive and peaceful resolutions 
for us to co-exist in harmony 
with them. Hard-earned dol-
lars would be better spent 
investing in the future. We 
need ethical and humane 
solutions, rather than the 
repeated, systematic, expen-
sive and tragic decimation of  
innocent animals. 

Elisa Conte, Jamestown

Every Tuesday, Charles 
Krauthammer’s face gazes 
out from the editorial page of  
this periodical like that know-
it-all kid who sat next to me 
in the seventh grade. And 
every Tuesday, that noted 
spokesman for the Antipub-
licans speaks in the dulcet 
tones of  his trademark finely 
articulated hatred — a hatred 
for President Barack Obama 
in particular and liberalism 
in general.

The man is nothing if  
not dogged. I gave up count-
ing the number of  times he 

has exploited the “If  you like 
your health care plan, you 
can keep it” blunder. OK, we 
get it. You’d think it was on a 
par with starting a war under 
false premises, openly advo-
cating torture or blowing up 
the economy.

But when he starts talk-
ing like a populist — “I don’t 
care a whit for the insurance 

companies ... But I do care 
about the citizenry ...” (Dec. 
24, “Obamacare lies and fail-
ures”) — he’s talking out of  
the third side of  his mouth. I 
realize that the GOP is enter-
ing an election year and is 
trying to snuggle with the left 
by clumsily wooing what are 
not their usual constituen-
cies, but citizens over corpo-
rations? Give me a break.

Having read hundreds of  
column inches by this opin-
ionator, and having wit-
nessed his shape-shifting per-
formances on a recent book 

tour, I can only respond with 
two quotes by very disparate 
men:

“The modern conserva-
tive is faced with the age-old 
exercise in moral philoso-
phy: attempting to arrive at 
a viable justification for self-
ishness” (John Kenneth Gal-
braith).

“The liberal state is des-
tined to perish. All the politi-
cal experiments of  our day 
are anti-liberal” (Benito Mus-
solini, 1932). 

Robert Velleca, Newport

Systematic killing of deer on Block Island is cruel and unnecessary

Columnist Krauthammer’s attempt at populism is unconvincing
TO OUR READERS
Charles Krauthammer is on 
vacation.  His column will 
resume Jan. 7.


