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GUEST VIEW

Town Counci
aims to build
on momentum
EDITOR’S NOTE: We asked
the leaders of our local councils and school committees to
write about their goals and
priorities for the coming year.
This is the fourth in the series
of responses, which started
Monday.

By Keith Hamilton

Library of Congress

Abraham Lincoln delivers his Second Inaugural Address on March 4, 1865, at the east front of the Capitol
in Washington. Lincoln is in the center of this photograph by Alexander Gardner.

L O O K I N G B A C K AT O U R C I V I L W A R

Lincoln looks to the future
Second Inaugural Address widely considered his best speech
On March 4, 1865, Abraham Lincoln was sworn in to his second term as
president of the United States, giving a
speech which many
consider his best, even
better than the Gettysburg Address.
He was elected
for a second term
in November 1864,
an election which
many argued should
not take place under
the press of war.
Republicans were understandably concerned about conceding power to the
Democrats, who had settled on the former commander of the Army of the
Potomac, Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, as their candidate. However, Lincoln believed that such an event, so fundamental to democracy, could not be
deferred, even in wartime.
Lincoln admitted, “… I have the common pride of humanity to wish my past
four year’s Administration endorsed.”
He believed that he could “better serve
the nation in its need and peril than any
new man could possibly do,” and wanted
the chance “to ﬁnish this job of putting
down the rebellion, and restoring peace
and prosperity to the country.”
His Inauguration Day broke wet and
stormy. After the swearing-in of Vice
President Andrew Johnson in the Senate chamber, the presidential party
moved to the east front of the Capitol to
repeated cheers. In the large audience
stood John Wilkes Booth and Frederick Douglass. As he began his speech,
like amazing grace from above, the
sun pierced through the gray sky and
uplifted the rain-soaked crowd. Chief
Justice Salmon Chase took it as “an auspicious omen of the dispersion of the
clouds of war and the restoration of the
clear sun light of prosperous peace.”
The speech was a mere 703 words and
took about seven minutes, the secondshortest inaugural speech in U.S. history. It was decidedly impersonal. After
the opening paragraph, he did not use
the word “I”; neither did he refer to any
of his previous statements or actions.
Rather he sought to understand the
great conﬂict and to look with hope and
compassion toward the future.
“All dreaded it — all sought to avert it.”
“Both parties deprecated war; but one
of them would make war rather than let
the nation survive; and the other would
accept war rather than let it perish ... .”

LINCOLN AT THE THEATER
What: ‘Tribute to the Civil War and
Abraham Lincoln,’ featuring Fred
Zillian as Lincoln and Troy Quinn’s
46-piece orchestra. Includes
scenes from Lincoln’s presidency
and reading of the Gettysburg
Address. Sponsored by the Fort
Adams Trust.
When: April 17, 7-9 p.m.
Where: Jane Pickens Theater
& Event Center, 49 Touro St.,
Newport.
Tickets: $25; seniors and military
$20; students 18 and younger $15.
www.janepickens.com.
shorpy.com

A photograph by Alexander Gardner shall have borne the battle, and for his
widow, and his orphan — to do all which
shows Lincoln on Feb. 5, 1865.
Turning to slavery, Lincoln said: “All
knew that this interest was, somehow,
the cause of the war.” He continued by
indicating the faulty assumptions both
sides had made about the magnitude
and duration of the war.
Lincoln then turned at length to a
markedly religious vein: “Both [sides]
read the same Bible, and pray to the
same God; and each invokes His aid
against the other. … The prayers of both
could not be answered — that of neither
has been answered fully. The Almighty
has his own purposes.”
He then quoted the Bible: “Woe unto
the world because of offences! for it
must needs be that offences come; but
woe to that man by whom the offence
cometh!” In referring to the offense of
slavery, Lincoln stated: “He now wills
to remove [it], and … He gives to both
North and South, this terrible war,
as the woe due to those by whom the
offence came ….”
And then harshly he continued, “Yet
if God wills that [the war] continue”
until all the wealth of the slaveholder
vanishes and until every drop of slave
blood is repaid, “so still it must be said,
‘The judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether.’”
Lincoln ends with majestic compassion and magnanimity: “With malice
toward none; with charity for all; with
ﬁrmness in the right, as God gives us
to see the right, let us strive on to ﬁnish the work we are in; to bind up the
nation’s wounds; to care for him who

may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all
nations.”
After concluding, he turned to Chief
Justice Chase and took the oath of ofﬁce,
ending with an emphatic: “So help me
God!” He then kissed the Bible to the
sound of an artillery salute and a cheering crowd.
Lincoln was not phased by the tepid
initial reaction to the speech. He mentioned to Thurlow Weed that he expected
it “to wear as well as — perhaps better
than — any thing I have produced. ...
Lots of wisdom in that document, I suspect.”
Frederick Douglass attended the
reception that followed. Initially stopped
by guards, he pushed his way through.
Lincoln called out: “Here comes my
friend Douglass. … There is no man’s
opinion I value more than yours. What
do you think of it?” Douglass responded,
“Mr. Lincoln, it was a sacred effort.”

A retired Army ofﬁcer, Fred Zilian
teaches history, ethics, and political
science at Portsmouth Abbey School
and Salve Regina University and is
a member of the Rhode Island Civil
War Sesquicentennial Commemoration
Commission Advisory Council. He is
writing an occasional series of columns
highlighting various aspects of the
Civil War and their impact on Newport
County and Rhode Island for The Daily
News. Send him email at zilianf@aol.
com or check out his blog at www.zilian
blog.com and his Abe Lincoln website at
www.honestaberi.com.

We have made some great
strides over the past few years
in Portsmouth through pension reform, working with the
state Department of Environmental Management to come
to a resolution of the notice of
violation, and a good ﬁnancial
conclusion to the wind turbine issue. However, we still
have much to do.
We are currently in the
middle of our search for a
new town administrator. We
have just launched a committee to research our OPEB
(Other Post-Employment Beneﬁts) liability and come up
with ways to reduce its future
impact on our budgets. The
budget is always a challenge,
with state funding gone on the
town side and continuously
reduced on the school side,
and tax-based growth in town
almost nonexistent.
The loss of Town Administrator John Klimm will be
a setback to the town in the
short run, but I am conﬁdent we can ﬁnd a successor
to build on his great work.
Mr. Klimm came to Portsmouth three years ago and
in that short time he has succeeded in changing the way
we build budgets, set up a
ﬁve-year capital improvement plan and built an infrastructure fund and process to
improve our streets and buildings. The above will help the
council through the foreseeable future, but the greatest
accomplishment was achieving a AAA bond rating for the
town. I thank him for his service to our town and wish him
the best of luck in his future
endeavors.
The current council will be
tasked with selecting a new
administrator, ﬁnalizing our
agreement with DEM, working out a budget with a limited tax increase, working
with the School Committee
to ﬁnd better ways of delivering services within the town,
working with our neighboring towns to look for ways to
share services and working
with the Navy to ﬁnd a way to
transfer Tank Farms 1 and 2
in an economic development
conveyance.
We are just now starting to see light at the end of
the recession tunnel. Holding our tax increases down
and ﬁnding ways to control
costs are essential to helping our residents build a solid
future in Portsmouth. In
the past year, we have seen a
double-digit increase in electricity rates, food prices continue to increase and salaries
have not fully rebounded to
pre-2008 levels — all reasons
why we need to make sure we
don’t stress family ﬁnances

Keith Ha
is preside
the Ports
Town Cou

with excessive tax and fe
increases.
We have started seriou
discussions with the Sch
Committee to ﬁnd areas
where we can combine s
vices and functions to cr
ate efﬁciencies. I have be
working since my ﬁrst te
ﬁnd ways to help consoli
various functions in tow
Finally, it looks as if we
two groups willing to wo
together for the best inte
of the entire town.
We are working on est
lishing the town as the lo
redevelopment agency th
will work with the Navy
convey the Melville prop
to the town. The transfer
this property could lead
town establishing a com
cial/industrial area on t
west side, helping to exp
the already-successful m
businesses at Melville. T
proximity to the Raytheo
complex and Naval Unde
Warfare Center could als
ate a nice ﬁt for the expa
of defense-industry cont
tors.
We are working with
National Grid to help up
our facilities. Our schoo
have furnaces that are in
cases more than 40 years
Our HVAC system in Tow
Hall is old and inefﬁcien
work with National Grid
help the town become m
energy-efﬁcient and repl
our aging systems with l
to no impact on our budg
I also look forward to
ing with our neighbors i
Tiverton, Middletown, N
port, Little Compton and
tol. We all need to ﬁnd w
to work together outside
mutual aid. Costs of the
services we all provide c
tinue to rise. We need to
together now, when we c
chart our own course. Th
other option is to wait un
the state dictates the term
something I don’t believe
of us wants.
The town of Portsmou
in great shape, from the
bond rating, high-perfor
ing schools and an incre
active volunteer commu
from youth sports to all o
boards and committees.
have increased our fund
ance over the past few ye
lowered our long-term p
sion costs and put the tow
a ﬁrmer ﬁnancial footin
I look forward to work
with our new town admi
trator, my fellow council
School Committee memb
and all of the great empl
of Portsmouth to build o
momentum.

SERIES CONTINUES

Coming Friday: Portsm
School Committee

Republicans can’t stop tripping over themselves
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I’m getting that deja vu feeling as
House Republicans these past several days have failed to alter the pub-

his conference to act rationally, but
the 52 or so whose mission is to act
disruptively at any opportunity force
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perfectly content to oblige.
They may be viewed as villains
in Washington but they’re hailed

Not even Majority Whip Steve
Scalise, who is a member of the
tea party, has been able to whip his

a clean bill or pass another CR
still lose. The House passed the
Senate bill 257-167.

