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Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, seated left, surrenders to Union Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, seated center,
in the McLean House, Appomattox Court House, Va., on April 9, 1865. This print was commissioned by
the house’s owner, Wilmer McLean, to raise funds for his needy family after much of the furniture was
lost to soldiers taking mementos of the historic event.
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Defeat, denial and surrender
Lee’s capitulation came only after all possible hope was lost
Despite the victory delusions of Confederate President Jefferson Davis, the
fortunes of the South deteriorated dramatically in March
1865. Gen. Robert E.
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was
now reduced to 55,000
men, hunkered down
defending Petersburg and shielding
the southern capital of Richmond as it
endured the siege of
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant’s army of 120,000.
Having lost hope in their cause, Lee’s
men were hungry, despondent, and now
deserting in increasing numbers.
By March 24, Gen. William T. Sherman had completed the second leg of
his devastating march through the Deep
South, pulverizing anything of value
and punishing the people in an effort
to sap the last vestiges of their will to
endure. The army reserved its harshest
treatment for South Carolina, the ﬁrst
state to secede from the Union. He now
moved north to assist Grant.
After nine months of siege, Grant
sensed Lee’s vulnerability and on April
2 ordered a general offensive along the
entire front. On this pleasant spring
Sunday, President Davis attended
church. A messenger suddenly came to
him with a telegram. It was from Gen.
Lee: Richmond must be evacuated.
Davis hurried from the church, signaling the congregation with his ashen face
the ill tidings.
Escorted by 10 sailors, President
Abraham Lincoln arrived in Richmond
shortly after the ﬁrst Union soldiers.
Adm. David Porter nervously scanned
the windows for assassins. Lincoln was
soon surrounded by black people shouting: “Glory to God!” “Bless the Lord!”
“The great messiah!” “Come to free his
children from bondage. Glory, hallelujah!” One black man fell to his knees.
“Don’t kneel to me,” Lincoln said.
“That is not right. You must kneel to
God only … .”
Lee’s army was now reduced to a
mere 35,000 men. He planned to link
up with Gen. Joseph E. Johnston at

LINCOLN AT THE THEATER
What: ‘Tribute to the Civil War and
Abraham Lincoln,’ featuring Fred
Zilian as Lincoln and Troy Quinn’s
46-piece orchestra. Includes
scenes from Lincoln’s presidency
and reading of the Gettysburg
Address. Sponsored by the Fort
Adams Trust.
When: Friday, April 17, 7-9 p.m.
Where: Jane Pickens Theater
& Event Center, 40 Touro St.,
Newport.
Tickets: $25; seniors and military
$20; students 18 and younger $15.
www.janepickens.com.
Danville, Va. Already there was President Davis, who asserted: “Relieved
from the necessity of guarding cities …
with our army free to move from point
to point … nothing is now needed to render our triumph certain, but … our own
unquenchable resolve.”
But resolve, itself in short supply,
would not be enough. On April 7, Gen.
Grant sent Gen. Lee a note calling for
him to surrender, which Lee rejected.
On the morning of April 9, Lee tried one
ﬁnal breakout, which failed. Surrounded
and outnumbered ﬁve to one, Lee
decided to surrender. He said, “There is
nothing left for me to do but go and see
General Grant, and I would rather die a
thousand deaths.”
One hundred and ﬁfty years ago today,
the two generals met at the home of
Wilmer McLean in the village of Appomattox Court House, Va. Four years earlier, McLean had lived near Manassas,
Va., the site of the ﬁrst real battle of the
Civil War, First Bull Run. A Union artillery shell had crashed into his dining
room. Vowing to avoid the war, he had
moved to this location. He justiﬁably
asserted, “The war began in my front
yard and ended in my parlor.”
There in McLean’s living room, the
two generals presented quite a contrast: Lee, taller, resplendent in impeccable, full-dress uniform, with sash and
engraved sword; Grant with muddied
trousers and muddy boots, wearing a

simple soldier’s blouse, apologizing for
his shabby appearance. The West Point
graduates talked informally for a while.
Lee, having graduated 14 years before
Grant, said he did not remember meeting Grant during the Mexican-American
War. Lee eventually directed their conversation to the matters at hand.
The surrender terms were generous, reﬂecting President Lincoln’s earlier guidance to Grant. The Confederate ofﬁcers and men could return to
their homes, “not to be disturbed by
U.S. authority so long as they observe
their paroles and the laws in force where
they may reside.” They could keep their
horses “to put in a crop to carry themselves and their families through the
next winter.” Ofﬁcers could keep their
side arms. Lee was grateful: “This will
have the best possible effect upon the
men and will do much toward conciliating our people.”
After the signing, Grant introduced
Lee to his staff. As Lee shook the hand
of Grant’s military secretary, Ely Parker,
he realized that the secretary was a
Native American. Lee remarked, “I am
glad to see one real American here.”
Parker, a Seneca Indian, replied, “We are
all Americans.”
Two days later, President Lincoln
gave a prepared speech from a balcony
of the White House praising Grant and
the army and addressing the reconstruction of the Union. He included his view
of favoring the enfranchisement of literate and veteran blacks. In the crowd
listening was John Wilkes Booth, who
vowed: “That means nigger citizenship.
Now, by God, I’ll put him through. That
is the last speech he will ever make.”

A retired Army ofﬁcer, Fred Zilian
teaches history, ethics, and political
science at Portsmouth Abbey School and
Salve Regina University and is a member of the Rhode Island Civil War Sesquicentennial Commemoration Commission Advisory Council. He is writing an
occasional series of columns highlighting various aspects of the Civil War and
their impact on Newport County and
Rhode Island for The Daily News. Check
out his blog: www.zilianblog.com.

Last Thursday, the state
House of Representatives unanimously approved a local lawmaker’s bill that would increase
the penalties for sex trafﬁcking
involving anyone under the age
of 18.
Rep. Doreen Costa, R-North
Kingstown, offered a bill in
January (H5070) that would
increase the maximum prison
sentence for individuals convicted of sex trafﬁcking minors
— from 40 to 50 years. Those
convicted of interfering with or
obstructing the law would face
up to 35 years in prison instead
of 20 years, while ﬁnes would
increase from $20,000 to $40,000.
It’s the second year in a row
Costa has offered such legislation, which gained support
last year from State Police
Superintendent Col. Stephen
G. O’Donnell, Attorney General Peter F. Kilmartin and the
Rhode Island Brotherhood of
Correctional Ofﬁcers
Costa’s bill now goes to the
state Senate, where Sen. Elaine
Morgan, R-Charlestown, has
offered a similar bill (S0123)
that the Senate Judiciary Committee has recommended for
passage.
“These of fenders don’t
belong on our streets,” said
Costa, a third-term representative who was recently appointed
to the Rhode Island Commission on Women. “We all know it,
and if legislation passes out of
the Senate this year, then we’ll
be sure that offenders will now
know they’ll be spending significantly more time behind bars,
where they belong.”
According to the state Ofﬁce
of the Attor ney General,
human trafﬁcking is the fastest-growing criminal industry
in the world, generating about
$150 billion each year. Federal
authorities estimate that nearly
300,000 youths across the country are at risk of becoming
victims of commercial sexual
exploitation.
Despite efforts by Rhode
Island lawmakers in recent
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SOMETHING TO SAY?
We welcome our readers’
views. Our letters policy
follows:
◆ Each letter must bear the
writer’s full name, full address
and telephone number (for
veriﬁcation purposes only).
We will not publish a letter
unless a phone number is
provided.
◆ We correct errors of spelling and punctuation, and edit
letters to conform to Daily
News style. We may condense
letters for brevity.
◆ Letters must be no more
than 450 words. Proposed
guest view columns must be
no more than 750 words.
◆ We will run no more than
two letters per author per
month.
◆ Because of the volume
of letters we receive, we
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New book of White House gossip is irresistible

Copyright © 2015 Edward A. Sherman Publishing Co. 04/09/2015
The new tell-all, “The Residence,”
featuring intimate anecdotes col-

Although the book is based on
interviews with real people, this one
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